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Say hello to friends 
you know
Willie Harris, Jr. lights 
up while spotting 
a friend at Lyons 
Elementary School’s 
Breakfast with Santa 
on December 13.
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WELCOME TO THE #LYPRIDE!
INSTRUCTIONAL STAFF
Calvin Betts – Teaching Assistant
Timothy Carr – Social Studies Teacher
Victoria Converse – Special Education Teacher
Dana Devlin – Reading Interventionist Teacher
Aimee Gilbert – Elementary School Teacher
Tracy Przepiora – English Language Arts Teacher
Jessica Shepardson-Wood – Science Teacher

FOOD SERVICE
Jarrod McIntyre – Food Service

TRANSPORTATION
Tiffany Carrasquillo – Bus Monitor
Michele Tilly – Bus Monitor

SCAN HERE OR VISIT:
LYONS.RECRUITFRONT.COM

WE’RE HIRING!

GRATEFUL FOR THE LY 
PRIDE: Lyons MS/HS staff 
participated in a Team 
Building day at BOCES 
on Nov. 22. LES staff 
gathered for their team 
day on Nov. 28. 
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MESSAGE FROM  
DR. MATTHEW BARR, 
LCSD SUPERINTENDENT

Dear Lyons family,

I hope that you are all looking forward to a winter break filled with 
family and fun, as well as time to rest and reflect. As I look back over 
these last few months, I am reminded of the many positive strides we 
have taken at LCSD to promote growth and excellence.

One way we are turning the tide is by becoming an Orange Frog 
community, through the interactive Orange Frog Workshops. Students, 
staff, and administration learned that positive brains have a biological 
advantage over brains that are neutral or negative – the “Happiness 
Advantage” – and that we can retrain our brains to capitalize on 
positivity to improve productivity and performance.

Orange Frog Workshops teach the seven principles of happiness through 
collaborative and interactive lessons. District trainers hosted five 
Orange Frog Workshops and trained over ninety participants to spark 
happiness throughout LCSD. Read more about the workshops on page 
12, and keep an eye out for the orange frog around our schools in 2023.

Wishing you a joyful and safe holiday season,

Matthew Barr
Superintendent
Lyons Central School District
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SHORTS

Lyons ES and MS students 
compete in regional Mathalon

A group of Lyons Elementary 
School sixth graders and Lyons 
Middle School seventh and eighth 
graders are currently in the thick 
of a math competition that’s been 
running since October.

The 20th Annual Middle School 
Mathalon, hosted by Wayne-
Finger Lakes BOCES, allows 
each district to bring up to two 
teams of three students each to 
engage in mathematical problems 
that will be judged by a panel 
of experts. Points are awarded 
based on problem-solving 
techniques, correct answers, and 
creativity of presentation.

Each three-person team must 
include one student from each 
grade. From LES, Leeonna 
Samuels and Talon Roy-Montano 
represented the sixth grade class. 
From the MS, John Bullock and 
Megan Taylor represented the 
seventh grade. Representing 
the eighth graders were Cooper 
Johnson, Nick Johnson, Greg 

Kesel, and Evan Pesso.

The Mathalon runs over three 
sessions; the first was held on 
October 14th. The second session 
met on November 18th (pictured), 
and the third and final session 
will meet on December 16th, after 
press time of this newsletter. 
Going into the final session, Lyons 
mathletes are in 3rd and 4th place 
out of a total of nine area teams.

“Participating in the Mathalon 
allows students across three 
different grade levels to work 
together,” said Mrs. Danielle 
Crandon, seventh grade 
mathematics teacher.

“Our students are asked to 
complete high-level tasks that 
showcase their mathematical 
abilities and require 
communication, cooperation, and 
teamwork in a timely manner,” 
she added. “We are very proud of 
all of the students participating in 
this event!”

Vaughn 
Faison, LHS 
Class of 2010, 
nominated 
for GRAMMY 
Award 

Lyons High School alumnus 
Vaughn Faison, Class of 2010, 
has been nominated for a 2023 
GRAMMY Award.

Faison is one-fourth of 
Dallas-based a capella group 
Kings Return. The group was 
nominated for a GRAMMY, along 
with arranger Matt Cusson, for 
their performance of The Bee 
Gees’ 1977 track “How Deep Is 
Your Love” in the category “Best 
Arrangement, Instrumental or A 
Cappella.”

Though Faison no longer lives in 
New York, he continues to have 
ties to Lyons. Faison’s mother is 
Ms. Alicia Linzy, longtime Lyons 
Elementary School art teacher.

The 65th GRAMMY Awards will 
air live on Sunday, February 5, 
2023. Well done, Vaughn!
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SHORTS

Oh, deer!

In late November, Mrs. Clancy’s 
Forensic and Biology classes had 
the opportunity to experience a 
dissection of a deer heart first 
hand. Mrs. Brooks’ art class used 
one of the deer hearts for an art 
project.

Mrs. Clancy also prepared and 
pickled one deer heart and had 
several brave souls try it! Mason 
and Cade gave the pickled deer 
heart two thumbs up.

Mrs. Clancy would like to thank 
Aaron Weaver, George Lawson, 
Mark Tiffany, and Jaeden Keeley 
for the hearts!

Monster of a 
challenge
Mrs. Brooks’ 7th and 8th grade 
Family and Consumer Science 
students have been working 
on a sewing project in secret 
collaboration with first graders at 
Lyons Elementary School.

The FACs students used drawings 
by their younger peers as 
templates for 3D sewn monsters. 
The dolls will be delivered to 
LES before Winter Break. “Our 
students worked extremely hard 

on this sewing project and they 
have gone above and beyond my 

expectations,” wrote Mrs. Brooks 
in an email to fellow staff.
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FEATURE

LY WIN course helps seniors 
imagine life after high school

On an early December 
Wednesday in a course 
called LY WIN, a handful 

of seniors gathered with Mrs. 
Cristi Kuhn to think about what 
life after June 23, 2023 will look 
like for them.

LY WIN, or “What I Need,” is “a 
structured block for all students 
each day that is utilized for 
instructional academic support or 
enrichment,” said Lyons MS/HS 
Principal Mrs. Katrina Henderson. 
LY WIN sessions rotate every 
five weeks, and offer students 
“personalized opportunities for 
growth based on their academic 

needs,” she added.

Mrs. Kuhn, the new Lyons MS/
HS College and Career Counselor, 
uses her LY WIN sessions to 
work with students as a group, 
and individually, regarding their 
post-secondary needs. “We start 
each five week rotation with an 
individual conversation with, 
where are they at, what do they 
need, and how can we create the 
action steps to accomplish their 
goals?” said Mrs. Kuhn.

Some of the students in Mrs. 
Kuhn’s current session have 
finished their college applications, 

and are now working on next 
steps. Senior Kendra Stowell is 
currently waiting for financial aid 
packages to come in, and in the 
meantime is looking into other 
sources of funding as well.

“Mrs. Kuhn sends us a lot of 
options for scholarships, so that’s 
really what I’ve been focusing on 
lately,” said Stowell.

Others are workshopping college 
essays together (pictured), or 
considering career options.

“Up until now most of our focus 
with this LY WIN has been our 
college-bound population. Our 
next rotation I’m going to move 
more towards students who are 
looking at careers beyond high 
school,” noted Mrs. Kuhn.

“(We’re) making sure they have 
a resume, that they have contact 
points for careers of interest,” 
said Mrs. Kuhn. Career readiness 
prep in LY WIN also involves 
looking into job shadowing or 
potential internship opportunities 
and interviewing skills. “All of 
those job readiness skills that 
they need to have,” she added.

“My philosophy is; look at 
everything. Don’t limit yourself. 
Look at college, look at career, 
look at military, look at union 
opportunities. Explore it all, so 
that you know you’re making an 
educated decision.”
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We are excited to start the holiday 
festivities at the Middle/High 
School. Winter sports seasons are 
well underway and are off to a 
great start! 

Students are excited about the 
holiday-themed events and 
competitions planned including 
hallway decorating, holiday Spirit 
Week, and the winter pep rally to 
celebrate our winter sports teams 
and students who are excelling 
academically.

This month we celebrated all 
students who earned Merit, 
Honor, and High Honor 
Roll. Students have had the 
opportunity to visit with health 
care professionals this month and 
learn more about the medical field 
as a possible career option.

Our sophomore visit to the Wayne 
Technical and Career Center 
is just around the corner, more 
information to come! 

MESSAGE FROM 
MRS. KATRINA 
HENDERSON, LYONS 
MS/HS PRINCIPAL

SCAN TO VIEW 
BOE AGENDAS, 
BOARD MINUTES 
& LCSD POLICIES

ORDER YOUR 
YEARBOOK TODAY!

SAVE THE DATE

PRICES INCREASE AFTER JANUARY 27TH

SCAN THE QR 
CODE OR VISIT 
JOSTENS.COM TO 
START YOUR 2022-
2023 ORDER

The Addams Family
A MUSICAL

Friday, March 17th, 7:00 pm
Saturday, March 18th, 7:00 pm
Sunday, March 19th, 2:00 pm

Earl Buchanan Auditorium
Lyons MS/HS



Sounds of the Season
Below: LES Carolers sing at the LCC Winter Bazaar 
on Dec. 10
Right: MS/HS Chorus sings on Dec. 12 during the 
MS/HS Winter Concert

Left: Jackson Wood sings a 
solo in the MS/HS Chorus at 
the Winter Concert on Dec. 12
Below: MS/HS Concert Band, 
Dec. 12
Right: LES Carolers sing at 
Breakfast with Santa, Dec. 13



Right:
HS Chorus,
Dec. 12

Above: LES Carolers 
sing at Breakfast with 
Santa, Dec. 13
Below: Savannah 
Williamson plays with 
the MS/HS Concert 
Band, Dec. 12
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FEATURE

Community connections through art: Q&A 
with Ms. Alicia Linzy

Ms. Alicia Linzy, Lyons 
Elementary School 
art teacher, is still 

putting the finishing touches on 
LES’ infamous “wooden quilt.” 
Colorful, decorated wooden sticks 
show up in her classroom, and she 
doesn’t want to exclude anyone in 
the final quilt. We sat down with 
Ms. Linzy to find out how this 
massive project came to be, and 
what’s next in community art.

Q: How did you start putting the 
wooden quilt project together?
A: I saw the project in a teachers’ 
Facebook group I’m in, where 
people from all over the country 

share ideas. I know that I have 
almost 600 students, so I made 
sure I had enough sticks to first 
do the project, and to make sure 
everyone could do two (sticks) at 
least to fill the board.

Q: You do a school-wide project 
every year?
A: I’ve done a school-wide project 
ever since I’ve been here at LES, 
which is since 2011.

Q: And is this the first year you 
included the rest of the district?
A: Yes, so this is the first year I 
included the rest of the district, 
but last year I opened it up to all 

of the teachers. It was cool for (the 
students) to try to guess which 
ones their teacher did. The bus 
garage participated this year!

Q: What is the benefit of a school-
wide project?
A: Not all of the students always 
finish each art project. So with 
this project, they start off the 
school year with a success, and  
it’s something they can see that 
they did complete all through the 
school year.

Q: Tell me more about the 
artwork that’s up downtown right 
now.
A: We were asked by the Main 
Street Program to put art 
downtown in some of the empty 
storefronts, and to also decorate 
the town for Shop Small Saturday. 
So the three of us, me and the 
other art teachers at the high 
school, we got together and my 
students decorated bags for the 
stores, and then other students 
made snowflakes and ornaments. 
We have artwork on Canal 
Street and William Street. This 
is something we’re going to do 
year-round, so we’re not going 
to switch it until Valentine’s Day. 
We’re also going to decorate for 
the Wayne County Bicentennial.

Q: Do you have ideas for next 
year’s school-wide project?
A: I don’t! I’m inspired by 
everything, so I never know. I 
usually figure it out a month or so 
in advance.
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MESSAGE FROM MRS. CHRISTINE TAYLOR, 
LYONS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Hello Lyons Elementary Families,

It’s currently a Winter Wonderland at Lyons Elementary School. 
If you have the chance to drive by, or visit the school, you will see 
the outside of the school building all “lit up” with holiday candles. 
Mrs. Petty and her helpers organized this amazing candle display. 
The hallways are filled with holiday themed bulletin boards and 
students are experiencing holiday themed instructional activities. 
Mrs. Cinelli organized the traditional door decorating contest with 
a Winter Wonderland theme, so stay tuned for the announcement 
of contest winners. Mr. DiSanto organized the traditional holiday 
movie experience at the Ohmann Theatre and students are excited to 
attend. Students in UPK-2nd experienced Breakfast with Santa and 
the hallways were filled with the sounds of the seasons in anticipation 
of our Holiday Recess, December 26th-January 2nd. The Elementary 
Winter band and chorus concert took place on Thursday, December 
15th and our Winter Spirit Week was a huge success. I am continuously 
amazed by the wonderful school and community events that take place 
in Lyons during the holiday season and I’m so glad to be a part of it all.

Thank you to all of the parents and guardians who attended parent-
teacher conferences in November. Students have been working very 
hard to learn grade-level content and practice social-emotional skills. 
As you already know, Lyons Elementary School prides itself in making 
connections and building relationships to support instruction. If you 
have not had a chance to meet with your child’s teacher, or have not 
received the 1st marking period report card, please contact your child’s 
teacher as soon as possible.

New Year 2023 will be filled with excitement and brings several school-
community booster lessons to ensure that all students demonstrate 
R.O.A.R at Lyons Elementary School. Mid-year assessments will 
take place to make sure that all students are meeting grade level 
expectations and, if necessary, are receiving support in any areas in 
need of improvement. Students will work with their teacher to self-
reflect and set academic and self-management goals for the new year. 

Thank you for your continued support of all of our LES students and 
families. Eleanor Roosevelt once said, “The future belongs to those 
who believe in the beauty of their dreams.” We are so lucky to have the 
Lyons community support the dreams of each and every student at 
Lyons Elementary School. 

With Lyons Pride,

Mrs. Christine Taylor
Lyons Elementary School Principal

ADMINISTRATION

Dr. Matthew Barr 
SUPERINTENDENT

OF SCHOOLS

Michael Pangallo 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

FOR BUSINESS

Rhonda Underhill
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 

FOR INSTRUCTION

Laurie Palmisano 
DIRECTOR OF HUMAN 

RESOURCES AND 
GRANT OPERATIONS

Margaret Blask
DIRECTOR OF 

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

Christine Taylor
ELEMENTARY

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Katrina Henderson 
MS/HS PRINCIPAL

Renee Schott
MS/HS ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

Katie Jo Passero
LES ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

Zachary Young
MS/HS ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

AND DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS

Libarid Alexanian
COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

PRINCIPAL
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FEATURE

LCSD goes orange and gets hoppy

Over the course of four 
days in early November, 
over 90 students, staff, 

and administrators participated 
in The Happiness Advantage 
Orange Frog workshop. 
Participants in the training 
described their experience as 
“engaging,” “uplifting,” and 
“meaningful.” As word of “Happy 
Camp” spread and interest 
throughout the district grew, 
paraprofessionals and other staff 
were led through a separate, 
unique Orange Frog training. 

Suffice it to say, Lyons Lions 
Maroon is looking a bit more 
orange these days!

“We want to train more of the 

staff to have a complete Orange 
Community,” said Laurie 
Palmisano, LCSD Director of 
Human Resources and Grant 
Operations. “The Orange Frog 
people, the official trainers, have 
given us the go ahead to now take 
it and run with it, and so that’s 
what we’re trying to figure out, 
what does that run look like for 
Lyons? Because we know it has to 
fit our community and our staff 
and our needs in order for it to be 
successful.”

The Happiness Advantage, a 
book by positive psychology 
researcher Shawn Achor, outlines 
the research case based upon 
hundreds of studies worldwide 
showing that happiness is one 

of the greatest competitive 
advantages you can give a brain, 
raising creativity, test scores, 
and productive energy, as well as 
buffering against stress, anxiety, 
and depression. Through the 
parable of “The Orange Frog,” 
Happiness Advantage workshop 
participants learned several 
tactics for their own positive 
personal transformations.

After each workshop, Orange 
Frog trainees are asked to 
take what they learned about 
happiness and apply it to their 
daily lives in LCSD. After her 
training, Alecia Young, Lyons 
Elementary School Nurse, started 
sending out a daily “Positive 
Vibes” email to staff.

“She just thought ‘we need to 
spread more happiness,’ so 
everyday she sends out an email… 
and it’s just a little bit of positivity 
to spread,” said Ms. Palmisano.

In the Middle School/High 
School, anonymous posters have 
been popping up on office doors 
and in the hallways spreading 
positive messages. “Somebody 
is taking it upon themselves to 
highlight the good things that are 
happening,” noted Ms. Palmisano, 
adding that focusing on small 
acts is one of the big takeaways of 
the Orange Frog campaign. “The 
impact that a small act has on 
the community as a whole can be 
rather positive.”

MORE PHOTOS ONLINE!



TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT
DIGITAL FORMS
Visit www.lyonscsd.org to find digital versions of forms to:
   • Make changes to your child’s drop off and pick up locations (babysitter or moving)
   • Fill out the permission form for village transportation regarding village bus stops

CONTACT TRANSPORTATION
When to contact at (315) 946-2200 ext 2250:
   • You need to register your child for transportation
   • You need to find and update your child’s pick up or drop off location
   • You have a safety concern with a stop or bus route
   • Your child is experiencing difficulties on the bus
   • To update contact information (phone numbers) or if you are moving

WEATHER SAFETY
As we live in New York, and that means that the weather can change very quickly, please 
remember the following:
   • Our buses will arrive at the first stop on time every morning, Mother Nature has control of 
the rest
   • Give the bus 15 minutes past drop off time before calling transportation to allow for slower traffic
   • Make sure your child is dressed appropriately for the weather, if they have to wait outside or 
walk any distance
   • Help us teach your child to stand back 15 feet from the road and to never approach a moving bus

STUDENT SAFETY
If a bus has red lights flashing, all traffic needs to stop. Also, with the mornings starting before 
the sun rises, remind your children to be aware of their surroundings. Please make sure your 
child is wearing lighter colored clothing or has something reflective on their backpacks or 
jackets to make it easier for motorists to see them.

Another district policy requires that any student under 3rd grade must be met at their 
afternoon school bus stop by a parent or legal guardian. The policy was created to ensure 
the safe delivery of our most vulnerable student population. There is an escort/opt-out form 
available on the website that parents can choose to fill out to allow either someone besides 
parent/guardian to meet the bus (escort) or allow their child to walk home without anyone 
meeting the bus (opt-out).

DROP OFF STUDENT ZONES
Be respectful of the bus loop areas at the schools 
as these are our loading zones. Even if you think 
you will only be a moment, use the designated 
student drop off and pick up locations that are 
clearly marked. Thank you!

LEE BURNETT
LCSD Transportation Supervisor
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FALL 2022 SCHOLAR ATHLETE TEAMS

VARSITY VOLLEYBALL VARSITY CHEERLEADING

GIRLS SWIM & DIVE GIRLS CROSS-COUNTRY

LYONS ATHLETICS

FALL 2022 ATHLETIC AWARDS
VOLLEYBALL
Wayne County First Team – Kara Stephens
Wayne County First Team – Jayla Bell
Wayne County Second Team – Kamryn Bonnell
Wayne County Second Team – Milleniyah Glanton

Class D2 All Tournament Team – Kara Stephens

Team: Sectional D2 Semifinalist

CROSS COUNTRY
Jenna Conaway – 3rd Team Wayne Finger Lakes

Team (Boys): Wayne Finger Lakes League Champs

SWIM AND DIVE
Rita Romano – First Team Wayne Finger Lakes
Bria Romano – Honorable Mention Wayne Finger 
Lakes
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LYONS ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME
CLASS OF 2022 INDUCTED

Read more about the inductees at lyonscsd.org

FOOTBALL
Jacob Sides – Class C First Team
Darius Wood-Asberry – Class C First Team
Jaiden Lopez – Class C Second Team

Jacob Sides – First Team All Greater Rochester, 
Small Schools

Team: Sectional Qualifier

CHEERLEADING
Alexa Feagle – First Team All League Wayne Finger Lakes
Natalie Chardeen – Second Team All League Wayne 
Finger Lakes

TENNIS
Wayne County 1st Team, Singles – Kendra Stowell
Wayne County 1st Team, Singles – Emily Casalmir
Wayne County 2nd Team, Singles – Samantha 
Figueroa
Wayne County 2nd Team, Doubles – Zoe Pittman 
and Sharon Muir

Team: League Champions



Lyons Central School
Board of Education
10 Clyde Road
Lyons, NY 14489

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Lyons, NY

Permit #45

ECR WSS
CAR-RT-SPRT

POSTAL CUSTOMER
OR

CURRENT RESIDENT

UPCOMING EVENTS
DECEMBER 26–JANUARY 2 • WINTER BREAK

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10, 6:30PM • BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

MONDAY, JANUARY 16 • DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY – NO 
SCHOOL

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 7:00PM • MS/HS VALENTINE’S CONCERT

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 6:30PM • BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

FEBRUARY 20–24 • PRESIDENTS’ WEEK RECESS

FOR MORE, VIEW OUR EVENTS LISTINGS ON THE LYONS CSD HOMEPAGE 


